I loved going to summer camp as a kid, but can I afford to go back as a counsellor?  This is a question that has been pondered by many individuals when they are looking for a summer job. As a teenager, I remember loving camp but never knew if I could afford to “play” all summer. However, when you take into account your expenses that comes with  city job such as rent, food, entertainment, and transportation (bus/subway pass or the $1.00+/L gasoline), you realize that the camp job allows you to save money while having little to no expenses.
At summer camp your rent is paid, there is no need for daily transportation, meals/snacks are provided along with the majority of your entertainment. Except for a few trips (if you so choose) into town on your day off (which can be split with fellow counsellors), you have zero expenses.
Also consider the opportunity to explore another part of the country, province, or perhaps you wish to travel to an international camp, do you have this opportunity to travel when you are working at that desk job downtown? Probably not. Why not choose to spend your days outdoors, laughing, making memories and gaining valuable skills all the while seeing a different part of the land?  

If you are applying for college/university, they look for your ability to interact with others and your motivation for new experiences.  If you are applying for jobs associated with business, education, recreation and others, the skills that you obtain as a camp counsellor look fantastic on your resume. Think of the benefits when you can say that you supervised a group of adults/children, were responsible for their overall well-being including monitoring meals, conflict management, and teaching them new skills. 
Not only are there skills and experience that you can show off on your resume, but you also have the ability to meet people from all over the country and internationally.  Build your network, be a role model for your campers, make memories and experience the great outdoors. There is nothing better than sitting on the dock at night watching the shooting stars burst across the sky, or listening to the crickets chirp through the evening. Listening to the laughter of campers in their cabins, or performing a lip sync during evening program, these memories will stay with you forever.

I will never forget my first experience as a camp counsellor and the joy I had to know that I made a difference for my 10 campers ages 9 and 10. What a rush to know that gave them life skills and increased my confidence in just one summer. No wonder I went onto to several other camps, touching the lives of several youth and eventually becoming a camp director. There is no other place I’d rather be.

· Suzanne V. Slater – 

· Director, Camp Diamond

For another view of working at summer camp, please check out David Bale’s Yes, You Can Afford a Summer Camp Job.

